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saying, * Good Qod! what a part would Betterton make of
Cato!' This was seven years before Betterton died, and when
Booth (who afterwards "made his fortune by acting it) was in
his theatrical minority. In the latter end of Queen Anne's
reign, when our national politics had changed hands, the
friends of Mr. Addison then thought it a proper time to ani-
mate the public with the sentiments of Cato: in a word,
their importunities were too warm to be resisted; and it waa
no sooner finished than hurried to the stage, in April, 1712,
and was acted every day (Mondays excepted) for a month, to
constantly crowded houses. As the author had made us a
present of whatever pro*nts he might have claimed from it,
we thought ourselves obliged to spare no cost in the proper
decorations of it."

PUBLIC EECEPTION OP CATO.

As the night which was to seal the fate of Cato approach-
ed, the anxiety and timidity of Addison increased. During
the representation he was so agitated between hope and fear
that, while he remained retired in the green-room, he kept a
person continually going backwards and forwards, from the
stage to the place where he was, to inform him how it
succeeded; and till the whole was over, and the success
confirmed, he never ventured to move. Its reception com-
pensated the sufferings of the author; and a successive re-
presentation of five-and-thirty nights was an unprecedented
proof of the admiration of the public.

" CATO "   ACTED AT  OXXOBD.

" CATO being the flower of a plant raised in that learned
garden, (for there Mr. Addison had his education,) what
favour may we not suppose due to him from an audience of
brethren, who, from that local relation to him, might naturally
have a warmer pleasure in their benevolence to his fame,
But not to give more weight to this imaginary circumstance
than it may bear, the fact was, that on our first day of acting
it our house was, in a manner, invested, and entrance de-
manded, by twelve o'clock at noon; and before one it was not
wide enough for many who came too late for their places.
The same crowds continued for three days together, an un-